AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL

Al Index: EUR 13/4358/2021
8 July 2021

-Check against delivery-

ORAL STATEMENT
ltem 6:
Consideration of UPR reports: Austria

UN Human Rights Council
47" session
21 June — 13 July 2021

Madame President,

Amnesty International welcomes Austria’s engagement with the UPR and its support of 236 out
of 317 recommendations. While we welcome Austria’s clarification of its position on certain
recommendations,! we note with regret that some of these positions will effectively hinder the
implementation of the relevant recommendations, such as those concerning the development of
a National Human Rights Action Plan.?

Furthermore, we are deeply concerned about Austria’s continued reluctance to ratify the
Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a communications procedure,
as this significantly weakens the right to an effective remedy.? In this respect, Amnesty
International further recalls that a ratification should not be conditioned on a committee’s
jurisprudence.

Madame President,

Amnesty International welcomes Austria’s support of the recommendations to reform the
Austrian Ombudsman Board,* as an important step towards strengthening its national human
rights framework. For that purpose, we recommend an open and transparent discussion involving
civil society organizations and international experts on steps towards full compliance with the
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Paris Principles.

We further strongly encourage the Government of Austria to urgently implement the
recommendations concerning the establishment of an independent investigation and complaints
mechanism to address allegations of torture and other forms of ill-treatment by the police.® In
this respect, the Government should ensure the effective participation of civil society in the
reform process to ensure this mechanism complies with international standards and enjoys the
full support and trust of the general public.

Madam President,

When this statement was recorded, 15 femicides had been reported in Austria since the
beginning of 2021.6 We therefore call on the Government to urgently implement relevant
recommendations to address gender-based and sexual violence.’

Finally, we welcome Austria’s commitment to follow up on the recommendations it has accepted
during this third cycle as well as its voluntary pledge to submit a mid-term report in 2023. We
therefore encourage the Government of Austria to follow through these commitments and to
establish a transparent and effective follow-up process that actively engages with civil society.

Thank you.
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